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The Harlem Renaissance


The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920’s was a period of outstanding African American creativity in literature, music and the visual arts.  Alain Locke called the Harlem Renaissance “a fresh spiritual and cultural focusing” within which “Negro life is seizing upon its first chances of group expression and self-determination” (Newman 184). [Here the student is giving credit for a direct quote from the book by Newman on p.184.  Newman’s book is listed in the student’s  Works Cited page at the end of his paper.]  In “High Times in Harlem,” Dennis Drabelle called the period a “glorious explosion of African-American creativity.”  [Here the student does not have to follow with a parenthetical citation because he already named the work and author in his sentence.]  Artists and writers such as Zora Neale Hurston, Countee Cullen, Ethel Walters, Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, and painter Archibald Motley are just a few of the artists living and working in 1920’s Harlem,  geographically defined by the Harlem River, Eighth Avenue, 125th Street and 145th Street (McLaren 716-717).  [The student paraphrased information here and must cite the source where he learned the information.  The information is from an encyclopedia.]  Langston Hughes, one of the greatest African American poets, lived in this area and has even been called “The Poet Laureate of Harlem” (Newman 214).  [The student again directly quoted the work by Newman.]  Paul Nesbitt from the Detroit Museum of African American History (telephone interview, 19 October 2004) expressed his belief that the Harlem Renaissance not only was an artistic milestone but was also the foundation for the later Civil Rights Movement of the 1960’s. (The student cited a telephone interview here.)

Two factors contributed to the rise of the Harlem Renaissance.  One was the migration of African Americans from the South to northern cities.  After World War I, thousands of Blacks starting moving to northern cities such as New York City, Chicago and Washington, D.C for better jobs and social freedom.  At the same time, radical black intellectuals like Marcus Garvey and W.E.B. DuBois started writing and speaking, encouraging Black people to takes risks and express themselves (Harlem 1900-1940).  [Here the student paraphrased information he learned from a website and cited the title of the website because there is no author listed. If there was an author(s) he would list their names only i.e.  (Harnack and Kleppinger).]  In the inspiring poem “A Hymn to the Peoples” by W.E,B. DuBois, he writes:



Save us, World-Spirit, from our lesser selves!



Grant us that war and hatred cease,



Reveal our souls in every race and hue!



Help us, O Human God in this Thy Truce



To make Humanity divine!



(Newman 202)

[When the student cites a long quotation (four lines or more), he must indent, double space and not use quotation marks.]


For other examples of parenthetical citations, check out these websites:

MLA Parenthetical Citation Formats
MLA Parenthetical Documentation
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