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Helicopter Rescue

358.4 Fleming   Heart of the Storm: my adventures as a helicopter 

rescue pilot and commander.

Col. Edward Fleming reveals his own career and experiences as a helicopter rescue pilot as he recalls dangerous missions in the jungles of the Philippines, the deserts of Iraq, and the rescue of crew members of a Ukrainian freighter over eight hundred miles off the coast of Nova Scotia.

363.12 Walker  Coming Back Alive.

When the fishing vessel La Conte sinks suddenly at night in one-hundred-mile-per-hour winds and record ninety-foot seas during a savage storm in January 1998, her five crewmen are left to drift without a life raft in the freezing Alaskan waters and survive as best they can.

Animals in the wild

599.789 Croke  The Lady and the Panda: the true adventures of the first American explorer to bring back China’s most exotic animal.

One of the most famous animals ever brought to America, the giant panda, was captured by a woman. Ruth Harkness was a Manhattan socialite, newly married to a wealthy adventurer. Weeks after their wedding, he decamped for China in hopes of becoming the first Westerner to capture the panda, the most mysterious animal of the day.  He failed miserably in his mission and, instead of mourning, his widow took on the mission.

636.9 Owens  Eye of the elephant: an epic adventure in the African wilderness.

The husband and wife authors recount their life in the North Laungwa Valley of Zambia and their battle to save the elephants.

  
Alaskan Adventures
639.13 Mason   Flying the Alaska wild: the adventures and misadventures of an Alaskan bush pilot.

The author presents a collection of stories from his own experiences, as well as those of other bush pilots in Alaska.
798.9 Cook  Running North: a Yukon adventure.

Ann Cook discusses the experiences she had while she and her husband trained a dog sled team to run the Yukon Quest in Alaska.

917.98 Krakauer    Into the wild.  

After graduating from Emory University in Atlanta in 1992, top student and athlete Christopher McCandless abandoned his possessions, gave his entire $24,000 savings account to charity and hitchhiked to Alaska, where he went to live in the wilderness. Four months later, he turned up dead. His diary, letters and two notes found at a remote campsite tell of his desperate effort to survive.

917.9 Scott   Tracks across Alaska: a dog sled journey.
Thirsty for adventure, the author arrived in Alaska after being offered the use of a cabin and professional advice on mushing.   He acquired a dog team, learned how to handle and care for the animals, then travel more than 800 miles across Alaska--all in one season.

917.98 Scully   Outside Passage.
Scully recalls her childhood and teen years in the far western Alaskan frontier before and during World War II.
Mountain and Rock Climbing

796.5 Simpson   Touching the void.  
Joe Simpson shares the story of his miraculous survival after he was injured while climbing in the Andes in 1985 and left for dead by his partner.

796.52 Breashears  High Exposure.

Mountaineer and filmmaker David Breashears shares the story of his life, discussing his adventures climbing some of the world's greatest peaks, and explaining the factors that drive him to pursue such a dangerous profession.

796.52 Dickinson   The other side of Everest.

Matt Dickinson discusses the experiences he had as he climbed Mount Everest and survived one of the worst storms to ever hit the mountain.

954.1 Krakauer   Into thin air : a personal account of the Mount Everest disaster.  

Krakauer examines what it is about Everest that has compelled so many people - including himself - to throw caution to the wind, ignore the concern of loved ones, and willingly subject themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense.

Pfetzer, Mark.  Within reach : my Everest story.  

The author describes how he spent his teenage years climbing mountains in the United States, South America, Africa, and Asia, with an emphasis on his two expeditions up Mount Everest.

Ralston, Aron.  Between a rock and a hard place.  

The author recounts his harrowing experiences of being trapped for six days in Blue John Canyon in Utah and having to amputate his own right arm in order to save his life.

Adventures  around the World

796.6 Dugard   Surviving the toughest race on earth. 
The author, a freelance journalist, describes his experiences as a reporter and participant in the Raid Gauloises, an annual eight- to twelve-day race designed to test the limits of human endurance.

910.4 McGregor   Long way round: chasing shadows around the world.
Beginning in London, Ewan and Charley chased their shadows through Europe, the Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, and Russia; across the Pacific to Alaska; then down through Canada all the way to New York. Long Way Round is the result of their four-month, 20,000-mile joyride.

917.304 De  The devil may care.
Recounts the experiences of fifty little-known, colorful American characters who faced danger as they followed their wanderlust and truly blazed their own trails.

Sparks, Nicholas.  Three weeks with my brother.

The author provides an account of his adventures traveling around the world with his brother Micah on a trip of a lifetime, and shares the personal story of their childhood and the family tragedies they have endured, and how those experiences have made them closer.

Shipwrecks, Sailors, and other Seafaring Adventures

910 Heyerdahl    Kon-Tiki.
On April 28, 1947, Heyerdahl and five other adventurers sailed from Peru on a balsa log raft. After three months  -- 4,300 nautical miles on the open sea -- encountering raging storms, whales, and sharks, they sighted land -- the Polynesian island of Puka Puka.
910 Pellegrino  Her name, Titanic : the untold story of the sinking.
The author recounts his experiences as a member of the second expedition to the site of the wreckage of the Titanic, and shares impressions of explorer Robert Ballard who first discovered the location of the ship's remains.


910 Thorpe  8 Men and a Duck.

Nick Thorpe shares the story of his experiences as a member of the crew on a 2,500 mile voyage from northern Chile to Easter Island, aboard a boat made of reeds, in an attempt to explore the controversial migration theories of Thor Heyerdahl.

910.09 Callahan  Adrift : seventy-six days lost at sea.  

Callahan, a marine architect, lost his boat in a storm off the Canary Islands while engaged in a single handed race across the Atlantic in 1981.  Before sinking, he managed to grab his emergency recover kit and rubber life raft which were his sole means of survival. 


910.4 Aebi  Maiden Voyage. 

Challenged by her father, an 18-year-old New York City bicycle messenger in 1988 became the first American woman, and the youngest person, to sail alone around the world.


910.4 Graham   Dove.

In July of 1965, Robin Graham, aged 16, set sail alone from San Pedro, CA in his twenty-four-foot sloop, Dove.  Five years and 33,000 miles later he had accomplished what few would dare dream of, much less attempt.

910.4 Junger   The perfect storm : a true story of men against the sea.  

Meteorologists called the storm that hit North America's eastern seaboard in October 1991 a "perfect storm" because of the rare combination of factors that created it. For everyone else, it was perfect hell.

910.4 Pearson  Seaworthy: Adrift with William Willis in the Golden Age of rafting.

Chronicles William Willis's journeys across the Pacific Ocean on rafts of his own design, discussing how he built his rafts, why he was so driven, and what unique experiences he had on his expeditions.

910.4 Robertson   Survive the savage sea.  
After their 43-foot schooner was attacked and destroyed by a pod of killer whales, the six members of the Robertson family spent 37 days adrift in the Pacific on a rubber raft. With no maps, compass, or navigational instruments, and rations for only three days, they used every survival technique they could as they battled 20-foot waves, marauding sharks, thirst, starvation, and exhaustion.

910. 45 Lord   A night to remember.
James Cameron's 1997 Titanic movie was a smash hit, but Walter Lord's 1955 classic remains in some ways unsurpassed. Lord interviewed scores of Titanic passengers, fashioning a gripping you-are-there account of the ship's sinking that you can read in half the time it takes to see the film.


910.45 Wade   The Titanic, end of a dream.  
While an excellent review of the Titanic sinking, the major emphasis of the book is the United States Senate investigation into the wreck of the R.M.S. Titanic and focuses on the efforts of Michigan Senator William Alden Smith who chaired the investigative subcommittee.
910.9 Philbrick    Revenge of the whale : the true story of the 

whale ship Essex.   

Recounts the 1820 sinking of the whale ship Essex by an enraged sperm whale and how the crew of young men survived against impossible odds. 

910.9164 Ashcraft    Red sky in mourning : a true story of love, loss, and survival  
Tami and her fiancé Richard unwittingly sailed into the throes of a hurricane. Sent below decks during the worst of the storm, Tami was knocked unconscious. 27 hours later, all that remained of Richard was his broken safety tether. Tami was then forced to endure a horrifying 41-day solo journey toward civilization.

Crane, Kathleen.  Sea Legs: tales of a woman oceanographer.
Kathleen Crane chronicles her experiences as one of the first women oceanographers out of the world-renowned Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla, California.

Opposite Ends of the Earth – North Pole and South Pole Adventures

910.4 Lansing    Endurance : Shackleton's incredible voyage. 
Provides an account of the voyage undertaken by polar explorer Ernest Shackleton and his crew aboard the Endurance in 1914-15, telling how the men survived after their ship became locked inside an island of ice and drifted for ten months before being crushed.

919.804 Henderson    Fatal north : adventure and survival aboard USS Polaris, the first U.S. expedition to the North Pole.  
The Polaris expedition, the failed first U.S. expedition to the North Pole, is one of the strangest in the history of Arctic misadventure. It was marked by the mysterious death of its leader, Capt. Charles Francis Hall, and by bickering between different factions of the crew, both before and after their leader's death.

919.9 Alexander   The Endurance : Shackleton's  legendary Antarctic expedition.   

When their ship Endurance breaks up 85 miles short of their destination,  Ernest Shackleton and his crew of twenty-seven set out to cross the Antarctic continent on foot in 1914. 


Cox, Lynne.   Swimming to Antarctica : tales of along-distance swimmer.                    

Distance swimmer Lynne Cox describes her emotional and spiritual need to swim and about the mythical act of swimming itself, and chronicles some of her more memorable swims.

Henderson, Bruce.  True north : Peary, Cook, and the race to the Pole.  

On April 21, 1908, American explorer Frederick Cook reached the North Pole. A year later, fellow Arctic pioneer Robert Peary denounced him, claiming to have reached the Pole first. In this first-rate tale of adventure, bravery and perfidy, Henderson attempts to identify the winner.

Nielsen, Jerri.  Ice bound : a doctor's incredible battle for survival 
at the South Pole.  

Working as a doctor in Antarctica in 1999, the author discovered she had breast cancer and had to treat herself with the aid of her own patients and U.S. doctors via the Internet.


Surviving World War II & the Holocaust
940.54 ten Boom   The Hiding Place.
Corrie ten Boom was a leader in the Dutch Underground during WWII. With the aid of her family, she hid scores of Jews from the Nazi invaders. She was arrested along with every member of her family, spending the remaining war years in concentration camps.

940.54 Cohen   Soldiers and Slaves: American POW’s trapped 

by the Nazis’ final gamble.

Describes  the brutal treatment of American prisoners of war who were worked as slave labor at the Berga concentration camp in eastern Germany because they were Jewish or resembled Jews while also examining why the commandants of the camp escaped justice after the war.

940.54 Hersey   Hiroshima.
Hiroshima is John Hersey's timeless and compassionate account of the catastrophic event which heralded the coming of the atomic age. The Pulitzer Prize-winning author went to Japan, while the ashes of Hiroshima were still warm, to interview the survivors of the first atomic bombing.


940.54 Kurson  Shadow Divers.
In 1991, deep sea divers John Chatterton and Richie Kohler discovered a World War II German U-boat sunk sixty miles off the coast of New Jersey. They spent the next six years obsessively identifying the submarine which sank with its crew onboard. 
U. S. Military

956.7 Atkinson   In the company of soldiers: a chronicle of combat.

Journalist Rick Atkinson chronicles his two months with the 101st Airborne Division of the U.S. Army in the 2003 war in Iraq, covering such topics as guerrilla resistance, one soldier's violent attack on his comrades, and the leadership of Major General David H. Petraeus.

956.7 Ricks   Fiasco: the American military adventure in Iraq.

Presents a military chronicle of the Iraq War, drawing on accounts of senior military officers who voice their anger about the governments handling of operations in the Middle East.

956.7 Ruff   Ruff’s war: a Navy nurse on the frontline in Iraq.

Cheryl Lynn Ruff recounts the experiences she had while serving as a member of Bravo Surgical Company on the front lines of the 2003 war in Iraq.

956.7 Weisskopf   Blood brothers: among the soldiers of Ward 57.

Time magazine correspondent Michael Weisskopf describes his experiences in the amputee ward of Walter Reed Medical Center in Washington, D.C., after losing a hand to a grenade in Iraq, and chronicles the physical, emotional, and psychological recoveries of three soldiers he met there.

959.7 Norman   Bouncing Back: how a heroic band of POW’s survived Vietnam.
When the Code of Military Conduct--developed following POW experiences in the Korean War--proved inadequate to guide the prisoners in their dealings with the North Vietnamese, they improvised a way to both resist their captors and maintain a flexible response to them, while keeping their self-respect and solidarity with fellow captives.

Pfarrer, Chuck.  Warrior soul: the memoir of a Navy SEAL.

Former Navy SEAL Chuck Pfarrer recounts some of his most dangerous assignments in combat patrol, reconnaissance missions, counter-terrorist operations, tragedies, and victories.

Surviving 9/11

973.931 Picciotto   Last Man Down: a firefighter’s story of survival and 
escape from the World Trade Center.

Richard Picciotto, the highest-ranking firefighter to survive the collapse of the World Trade Center, provides an account of his activities and those of his fellow firefighters on September 11, 2001, when he and his team put their own lives on the line to help evacuate the North Tower, working until the building collapsed around them.

974.7 Dwyer  102 minutes: the untold story of the fight to survive 
inside the Twin Towers.  
Personal stories from the men and women who saved themselves and others in the final minutes before the World Trade Towers collapsed on September 11, 2001.  

958.104 Akbar   Come Back to Afghanistan.

Hyder Akbar tells how his ordinary suburban California life was turned upside down after 9/11. Hyder's father, a scion of an Afghan political family, sold his business, a hip hop clothing store in Oakland, and left for Afghanistan, where he became President Hamid Karzai's chief spokesman and later, the governor of Kunar, a rural province.

Tales of Torture and other Atrocities

916 King   Skeletons on the Zahara: a true story of survival.

Chronicles the 1815 ordeal of the captain and crew of the American cargo ship "Commerce" after the brig wrecked off the northwest coast of Africa, during which the men were sold into slavery and forced on a torturous trek across the Sahara.
Deng, Benson.  They poured fire on us from the sky: the true story of 

three lost boys from Sudan.

Raised by Sudan's Dinka tribe, the Deng brothers and their cousin Benjamin were all under the age of seven when they left their homes after terrifying attacks on their villages during the Sudanese civil war. In 2001, the three were relocated to the U.S. from Kenya's Kakuma refugee camp as part of an international refugee relief program.

Ilibagiza, Immaculee.  Left to tell: discovering God amidst the 

Rwandan Holocaust.

The true story of Immaculée Ilibagiza, who endured the murder of her family as a result of genocide in Rwanda in 1994, and how she was able to later forgive those who had killed them.

Unnatural Disasters

976.4139 Larson   Isaac’s storm.
September 8, 1900, began innocently in the seaside town of Galveston, Texas. Mere hours later, Galveston found itself submerged by a monster hurricane that completely destroyed the town and killed over 6,000 people in what remains the greatest natural disaster in American history.

977.3 Tintori    Trapped : the 1909 Cherry Mine disaster. 

Tells the story of the 1909 coal mine disaster in Cherry, Illinois, that killed hundreds of men, left more than four hundred children fatherless, inspired the first worker's compensation laws, and helped bring about changes in child labor practices.

982.6 Read   Alive! The story of the Andes survivors.

Time has not diminished the drama of the tale of the Uruguayan rugby team whose plane crashed in the Andes Mountains. Of the forty five people on the plane at the time of the crash, sixteen came down from the mountain about seventy days later with a saga of survival not easily forgotten.

Hamilton, Bethany.  Soul surfer : a true story of faith, family, and fighting to get back on the board. Bethany Hamilton shares the story of her lifelong love of surfing, and tells how she was able to recover and return to competition with the help of her family, friends and faith, after losing her arm in a shark attack at the age of thirteen.
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