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Class of 2010 embrace, embark on new beginnings
More than 900 graduates ! led across 
the stage during Lyons Township 
High School’s 120th commencement 
ceremony. Parents, friends and fam-
ily gathered in the North Campus 
Fieldhouse and across the street in 
the Reber Center, which was ! lled to 
capacity to view the event via a live 
LTTV simulcast.

Salutatorian Kylie Ziolkowski opened 
the ceremony by thanking families 
and faculty for helping her and her 
fellow classmates change from mere 
freshmen to mature young adults.

Board of Education President Mark 
Pera offered collective congratulations 
on behalf of all the LT communities 
and reminded the graduates that this 
marks a new beginning and encour-
aged students to build upon the foun-
dation LT set with them.

Class Vice President Ian Robertson 
presented the class gift to the Board. 
“In the spirit of equality and sym-
metry, the Class of 2010 presents a 
female lion statue to accompany the 
male lion outside the Vaughan Build-
ing.” 

Superintendent Kilrea encouraged the 
class to, “reach high, reach far and 
reach wide.  Stay true to your charac-
ter and many doors will open for you. 
It’s important to not only do things 
right, but do the right thing.” He noted 
it has been a privlege to serve as su-
perintendent and thanked parents for 
entrusting their children to LT.

Valedictorian Peggy Moriarty encour-
aged her classmates to carry their 
passion beyond the walls of LT and 
assured them that they will be a force 
to be reckoned with. Echoing the same 
sentiment, Class President Joe Burke 
said, “Today marks the beginning of 
a new chapter, once again giving us a 
chance to make our mark.”

Finally, Lianne Musser, LT College 
and Career Coordinator, announced 
that over 94 percent of the Class of 
2010 will be continuing their educa-
tion at 186 colleges and six technical 
schools in 36 different states. The 
graduates also earned more than $25 
million in scholarships and grants pro-
jected over four years.

Photo at left: Maura 
Loftus (left) shares a 
smile with her mother, 
Julie, and classmate 
David Bodell.

Shannon Speir (right) helps Zach Alderman 
with his cap and tassel. 

Photo at right: 
Hannah Schaper 

(left) and Amanda 
Schemenauer wait 

for the processional 
to begin.

Rachel Dlask lends her 
cap to her father, Joe, for 
a picture in front of North 
Campus.

Peter Zurowski (center)
beams with his proud par-
ents, Chris and Julie, both 
1982 alumni. 

Photo at left: Caleb 
Murphy shows off his 
new diploma to the 
camera.

Katie Klemchuk and Eng-
lish teacher Tim Spitsberg 
pause for a photograph 
following the graduation 
ceremony.

Photo at right: 
Laresha Wideman 

smiles brightly, 
posing with her 

mother, Kushonda, 
after graduation.



Paws for Thought ... 
A Letter from the Principal
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Summer didn’t of! cially arrive until 
approximately midnight on June 21st. 
However, with the last day of school 
on June 3rd, and commencement for 
the Class of 2010 on June 6th, it feels 
as though summer is well behind us. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2010. 
With 928 students receiving their di-
plomas in a 63-minute ceremony, they 
had an excellent graduation. This is a 
class of records. It is from this class 
that LT’s highest average ACT score 
emanates (24.1). It is from this class 
that the highest monetary value of 
scholarships comes ($25,829,667.53). 
It is from the Class of 2010 that two 
state championships were won in the 
same school year (boys soccer in the 
fall and girls water polo in the spring 
. . . not to mention two, 2nd place 
! nishes as well in girls volleyball and 
girls gymnastics). In its 122-year his-
tory, there was only one other year in 
which two state titles were won (1953 
– boys basketball and boys track). 
Indeed, the Class of 2010 is special. 
Congratulations and best wishes for 
much continued success.

At the close of any school year, it’s 
easy to wax poetic and become philo-
sophical. As parting thoughts, I’d like 
to render three sayings or aphorisms. 
They are among my favorites. I hope 

that they will help each student to 
prosper and look at the world in posi-
tive ways.

1) “Be a giver, not a taker.” I don’t 
know to whom this quote should be 
attributed. What I do know is that this 
adage can drive the human spirit and 
make a positive difference. With the 
numerous philanthropic and com-
munity service-oriented endeavors 
of our students, this message is alive 
and well in not only our most recent 
graduates, but also the rest of our stu-
dent body.

2) “Small minds discuss people. Aver-
age minds discuss events. Great minds 
discuss ideas.” Thank you Socrates" 
What an elegant way of encouraging 
us all to have and develop “great” 
minds, and to remind us how unpro-
ductive it can be to spend time on gos-
sip, hearsay, and the rumor mill. 

3) “People will forget what you told 
them. They may even forget what 
you did for them. But they will never 
forget how you made them feel.” I 
wish that I could accurately identify 
the author of these words. Suf! ce it to 
say that this saying has the potential 
to span one’s school life, work life, 
and private life. Being conscious of 
this expression has a way of affecting 
how you treat others. May it always 
be for the better. Members from the 
Class of 2010 will soon be moving 
on to the next phase in their lives. For 
the majority, that will mean going 
off to school. Please share the afore-
mentioned sayings with your son or 
daughter. While there are 1000s more 
of these terse “looks on life,” the one 
you choose to discuss may become 
the one that furthers LT’s 122 year-old 
motto Vita Plena, the search for the 
ful! lling life.  

   
     
  David C. Franson, 

Principal

Residency, data veri! cation 
procedures apply to ALL students

Late Start Day bus service approvedTop row left: Kyle Huebner poses be-
tween his siblings and soon-to-be fel-
low LT alumni Lauren, Class of 2012, 
and Mark, Class of 2016.  Top middle: 
Sara Pruitt and Daniel Ranieri share 
a hug and a smile after the commence-
ment ceremony. Top right: The Herbst 
siblings celebrate Kacie’s graduation 
(center). Also pictured are brothers 
Clay, Class of ‘08, (left) and Justin, 
Class of ‘06.  Below: Divya Rijal  
wears a traditional Hawaiian haku lei 
and puka shells to commemorate her 
graduation. Bottom left: Surrounded 
by family, graduate Brandon White 
proudly displays his diploma Bot-
tom right: Christian Vargas and his 
father, Jesse, pose post-graduation.  

Last year, LT instituted Late Start 
Days, which allow for more collabor-
ative time for faculty and staff so that 
they can better serve LT students and 
the community. Staff members gain 
an additional 150 minutes of planning 
time. 

The upcoming school year incorpo-
rates 16 Late Start Days; students will 
begin class at 8:45am on those days. 
Bus service will be available on the 

following Late Start Days and will run 
one hour later than regularly sched-
uled.  LATE START DAYS (8:45am 
start)  September 8, 22 l  October 6, 
20 l  November 3, 17 l  December 1, 
15 l  January 26 l  February 9, 23 l

March 9, 23 l April 6, 20 l  May 18

The entire 2010-2011 calendar can 
be viewed on the district website at 
www.lths.net under the “ABOUT LT” 
tab.

In order for your student(s) to enroll 
at LTHS, residency in District 204 
must be veri! ed. Each family will be 
required to prove residency through a 
minimum of three documents, which 
must include your name and current 
address. 

Residency documents for all LT stu-
dents must be submitted on or before 
Friday, July 23, 2010. Failure to verify 
residency will delay your student’s 
participation in fall athletics and/or 
the start of school.  

Please record your student(s) ID num-
bers on all documents you submit.  
DO NOT SEND OR MAIL ORIGI-
NAL DOCUMENTS. Please return 
the Annual Veri! cation of Residency 
Form mailed to you, with the name of 
your oldest LTHS student currently 
living in your household, along with 
the proper documents. The veri! ca-
tion information will automatically 
link to siblings.

If you are the parent/guardian of an 
incoming freshman and you have 
already satis! ed the residency require-
ments through the enrollment process, 
you will not need to provide residency 

information for older siblings. Resi-
dency veri! cation for your incoming 
freshman will suf! ce for the entire 
family, including older siblings at LT.
 

Also, every student must return his/
her Student Data Information Form.  
Please update or change any incor-
rect and missing information, and 
sign and submit it with the residency 
documents. When submitted by the 
July 23 deadline, the most up-to-date 
information will be published in the 
Parent Networking Directory, which 
will be made available in the fall. If 
you do not wish to have your informa-
tion included in the directory, please 
check the “Opt Out” box on the form 
and submit it by July 23. If you do not 
“Opt Out” by July 23, your informa-
tion will be published in the Parent 
Networking Directory.

Finally, the Race/Ethnicity Form must 
also be ! lled out and returned by July 
23. This is an Illinois State Board of 
Education requirement; please read 
the information carefully.

Submit your residency documentation 
along with the Annual Veri! cation of 
Residency and Student Data Infor-
mation Form as soon as possible to 
avoid any enrollment delay. The Main 
Of! ce staff will be happy to answer 
any questions or concerns you have. 
Feel free to contact either Associate 
Principal at 708-579-6500 (SC) or 
708-579-6300 (NC).



Artists earn national spotlight
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Student Council  
& Class Of! cers
Student Council 
President: 
Sasha Palmer ‘11

First Vice President: 
Kate Arsenault ‘11

Second Vice President: 
Kaley Shannon ‘13

Treasurer: 
 Alexis Jackson ‘11
Secretary: 
 Steph Lauk ‘11
Student Representative to the Board of 
Education: Haley Bucheleres ‘11

Senior Class Board 
President: Matt Nora 
Vice President: Kevin Beglen 
Treasurer: Connie Savas 
Secretary: Rund Daoud 

Junior Class Board 
President: Erik Wennerstrum  
Vice President: Olivia Smaniotto 
Treasurer: Ben Groya 
Secretary: Jaime Jones 

Sophomore Class Board 
President: Joe Halpin 
Vice President: Connor Hughes 
Treasurer: Mallory Hasty 
Secretary: Marit Kirklys 

Lion staff

Next school year newspaper, student government, radio leaders

WLTL Radio 
Editor in Chief: Christian Holub ‘11 

Art & Design Director: Nate Johnson 
‘11

Managing editor: Grace Flaherty ‘11

News co-editors: Will Podlewski ‘11 
& Andy Nelson ‘11

Asst. news editor: Christine Schied ‘12

Opinions editor: Matt Smith ‘12

Pulse co-editors: Jordyn DiOrio ’11 
& Katy Phinick ‘11

Asst. Pulse editor: Abigail David ‘12

Sports editor: Billy Rohaly ‘11

Asst. Sports editor: Tom Schoder ‘12

Photo editor: Kelly Bastyr ‘11

Web page editor: Maureen Sweeney ‘11

Asst. web page editor: Megan Miller 
‘12

Copy editors: Madeline Cole ’12 & 
Arti Patel ‘12

Reporters: 
Seniors - Kevin Beglen, Mary Kate 
Brogan, Alex Cordero, Walter 
Schaefer  
Juniors - Robert Flores, Peirce 
Leavitt, Paul Saramadis

Program Director:  
 Tom Moran ‘11
Assistant Program Director: 
 Jacob Alderman ‘12
Technical Director
 Devin G. Prior ’11 
Promotions Directors:
 Alex Holder ‘11 & Claire Winegar 

‘11
Music Director:
  Kathryn Prescott ‘11
Assistant Music Directors:
  Tom Riordan ‘12 & Ben Kasl ‘12 
Create Arts Director:
  Matt Tapia ‘11
Rock-A-Thon Director:
  Roy Harris ‘11
Sports Directors:
  Alex Smart ‘12 & Ryan Bode ‘12
Production Director:
  Chris Pilipiszyn ‘11
Public Relations: 
  Lise Graham ‘11
Assistant Promotions: 
  Sarah Delisi ‘12
Assistant Creative Arts and Imaging 
Director:
  Karl Laubacher ‘12
Public Affairs Director:
  Gina Garcia ‘11

Freshman 
Julie Steider 
displays a 
medal she 
won at the an-
nual Special 
Olympics 
Track Meet 
in May. Julie 
competed in 
the 50-meter 
dash and the 
4x100 girls 
relay team. A total of 56 Special Edu-
cation student-athletes represented LT 
at the track meet.

    

LTHS, LaGrange Rotary, Continen-
tal Auto Center and others teamed 
together to encourage safe driving. 
More than 100 LT driver’s education 
students participated in presentations 
about a variety of measures to help 
keep teens safe behind the wheel and 
on the road.

Students rotated through presenta-
tions including 
a ! eld sobriety 
test. Sophomore 
Anna Haux 
wears goggles 
that simulate 
being under the 
in" uence while 
trying to walk a 
straight line.

Continental Auto Center in Country-
side, hosted the event, sponsored by 
the LaGrange Rotary.

    

Seniors Abby Greifenkamp (front) and 
Maura Loftus sign paw prints painted 
on the tunnel wall. This tradition 
started with the Class of 2004.

    

Adventure Education students assist
some of the 130 visiting 5th graders 
from District 105 during a Leadership 
Day. Rock climbing was just one of 
the many activities.

Rachel Lezon: Morning Commute, 
Gold Medal Printmaking

Austin Bower: Union Station, 
Silver Medal Printmaking

Share our Lion 
pride

Two LT students were named winners 
in the 2010 National Scholastic Art 
Awards. Senior Rachel Lezon was 
one of just 13 National Gold Medal 
Winners in printmaking. Her work 
will be in the national exhibit June 
9-25 at the World Financial Center 
Courtyard Gallery in New York. Her 
piece, entitled Morning Commute, is 
a silkscreen with collage and pochoir 
(similar to stenciling). Senior Austin 
Bower was a triple national winner, 
earning two National Silver Medals 
- in Printmaking and Mixed Media – 
and a Portfolio National Silver Medal 
for his entire breadth of work. 

More than 165,000 works were sub-
mitted at the regional level. In total, 
just 500 National Gold Medal winners 
and 600 National Silver Medal win-
ners are chosen.

LT students, teachers and community 
members had an opportunity to have 
their dreams analyzed, their memories 
tested and discover the relationship 
between grade point average and con-
formity at the annual Psychology Fair.

Psychology students prepared booths 
about a variety of psychological 
subjects based on research projects as-
signed in their AP Psychology classes.  
Each group chose a psychological 
topic, wrote a lengthy research paper 
and then conducted research on their 
fellow students. Fair goers had an 
opportunity to be part of research the 
students conducted. After the fair, psy-
chology students described and shared 
their test results. 

“The fair allows students to share 
their knowledge of psychology with 
their classmates and the community,” 
according to psychology teacher Mica 
Vahl. Students bene! t from presenting 
their research ! ndings, and fairgoers 
bene! t from learning about original 
research, she added. 

LT Science teacher earns national recognition

Psychology students junior Jillian Ga-
ble (left) and senior Tiffany Vazquez 
with their Hypnotherapy display.

    Jason Crean was recently recognized 
as a National Finalist for the Presiden-
tial Award for Excellence in Math-
ematics and Science Teaching by the 
National Science Foundation. Crean 
teaches Biology at South Campus. 
 

Crean was named a winner by Presi-
dent Barack Obama after being chosen 
by a panel of distinguished scientists, 
mathematicians and educators follow-
ing selection at the state level. As one 
of 103 recipients of the award from 
around the nation, Crean will travel 
to Washington D.C. for a celebratory 
ceremony later this year. He will also 
meet with members of Congress and 
science agency leaders, as well as at-
tend numerous educational events. 

Along with the award, Crean was 
granted a $10,000 prize. Perpetually 
dedicated to his students, he plans to 

use some of 
the money to 
renovate the 
animal exhibits 
at the South 
Campus vivari-
um. Crean also 
serves as an 
adviser to the LT Zoology Club, which 
focuses on enhancing the lives of the 
animals as well as maintaining their 
good health. Crean will be directing 
Teacher Workshops at Brook! eld Zoo 
this summer. He will focus on inquiry-
based lab activities so that teachers 
can utilize the lessons and activities in 
their own classrooms. 

Crean was very surprised and honored 
to have received the award. He is 
excited to engage in many new experi-
ences while in Washington D.C.
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Pridewalk

Cost  4”x8” brick  $75 Personalized with 3 lines of 14 characters/spaces 
  8”x8” brick $150 Personalized with 6 lines of 14 characters/spaces 
Company Bricks - Personalization may include a logo.
  12”x12” $500 Personalized with 8 lines of 20 characters/spaces 
  24”x24” $1000 Personalized with 20 lines of 37 characters/spaces 
Choose your brick location: LT South - Bennett Field    or 
     LT North - Brainard St. entrance to pool

Purchase a personalized brick to honor past and present LT students, teams, 
parents, friends, teachers or organizations.

Please make checks payable to LTHS Boosters 
Send brick order, complete with name, address, and phone to:

LTHS Boosters’ Club, P.O. Box 534, LaGrange, IL 60525,
or call Boosters’ voicemail at 708-579-6140 ext. 5378

LT Community Advisory Council seeks members

JOIN The LTHS 
Alumni 

Association 
TODAY!

Your annual or life• me 
membership will ben-

e• t you and our current 
students in many ways...

immediately and 
in the future.

Reunion support• 

Invita• on to Pack the Place • 

Newsle• ers to keep you in  • 

touch with fellow alumni

Scholarships and mentoring• 

E-mail and website develop-• 

ment

The LT Community Advisory Coun-
cil is is seeking persons interested in 
serving a 2-year term. The LTCAC 
is comprised of 60-70 members, in-
cluding staff, students, parents and 
community members. Its purpose is 
to represent the entire LT community 
by providing direct input to the Board 
of Education. The Council meets 

LTHS Alumni Association MEMBERSHIP

$_____  Annual membership $10 each       $_____ LIFETIME Membership $150       $_____  Additional donation to Alumni Association

First Name       (Maiden name)  Last Name    Class year 

LTHS Spouse First Name      (Maiden name)  Last Name     Class year 

Street Address         City, state, ZIP  

Home phone         E-mail address

          q Release my e-mail to LT’s Find a Classmate

q Check Enclosed  (Make payable to the LTHS Alumni Association) 

  Return form and payment to:  LTHS Alumni Association, 100 S. Brainard Ave., LaGrange, IL 60525

q Online Payment through www.LTHS.net
  At the LT website, click on Online Registration and LT Webstore, then LTHS Alumni Association Membership.
  This will take you to the payment page. Follow the prompts from there.

q Yes, as a Lifetime Member I’d like a free copy of The Awakening of a Surgeon, by Dr. David Janda, MD, Class of ‘76

Standard & Poors recently gave LTHS 
the • nancial equivalent of a Stanley 
Cup, an Oscar or even a Grammy, 
awarding the district AAA status, the 
highest possible bond rating. LTHS 
joins just 20 other districts across the 
state to earn the coveted rating. 

Every year, LT provides updated 
information as requested and the 
most recent Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report. The upgraded rating 
is a testament to the district’s sound 
• nancial planning and stability.

According to Director of Business 
Services David Sellers, “This is won-
derful news and will save us money 
in our interest rate expense when we 
next issue bonded debt.”

District 204 earns top 
bond rating

A top bond rating means the district 
can spend less to borrow money. 
The last time LT issued bonds was in 
2003-2004, with just over $17 million. 
Those monies allowed  the district 
to build a new pool and • eldhouse at 
South Campus, renovate the Perform-
ing Arts Center at South Campus 
and music rooms at North Campus, 
as well as a variety of necessary and 
long-overdue facility improvement. 

Board President Mark Pera said, “The 
new and improved bond rating speaks 
to the • scal responsibility shown by 
this and previous boards. While other 
local governmental bodies are cut-
ting staff and programing, we have a 
long history of being frugal with the 
taxpayers money, spending within our 
means.” 

Relay for Life raises money, awareness 
Threat of rain prompted organizers to move the annual Relay 
for Life event inside. Dry and cool, hundreds of LT students 
walked the South Campus Fieldhouse track in an effort to 

help raise money and awareness for cancer research. And, raise 
money they did -- a total of $98,000, with donations still trickling in. 
Congratulations and a heartfelt - THANK YOU.

• ve times during the school year and 
prepares recommendations, which are 
then submitted to the Board.

Contact the Superintendent’s Of• ce 
at 708-579-6451 for information or 
download an application from the LT-
CAC page on the district website at: 
www.lths.net.


